• information on health effects associated to air pollution is very sparse and concentrated • to what extent the socio-economic conditions do modify the association between air pollution and health Background:
• information on health effects associated to air pollution is very sparse and concentrated
• not geographically representative
• difficult to understand the magnitude of the problem
• what is the impact of AP on sensitive populations (children) • to what extent the socio-economic conditions do modify the association between air pollution and health
Background:
Primary Objectives:
-develop a common protocol for the design and analysis of time series data from multiple LAC cities to be followed by all centers involved in the project;
-conduct a coordinated analysis to examine the effect of exposure to outdoor levels of air pollution on mortality from all causes and in subgroups defined by age and cause in different cities in LAC;
-assess the impact of air pollution in sensitive populations such as infants and young children;
-develop meta-analyses including results of all the cities analyzed;
-contribute to the international scientific discussion on the conduct and interpretation of time-series studies of the effects of short-term exposure;
-provide relevant information to decision makers in the LA Region to support prevention and control strategies of air pollution. 
Steps:
• Data collection and quality assurance
• Assessment of the availability and completeness of data in other large Latin American cities
• Analysis -single-city analysis (first stage analysis).
-Heterogeneity will be explored and data combined using meta-regression models (second stage analysis).
-Exploration of potential effect modification of SEP (second stage analysis using multi-level modeling) 
